
 

Unlikely alliances: Encounters between state science, nature spirits, and
indigenous industrial forestry in Mexico, 1926-2008

   
   
   
Abstract:

Indigenous community leaders and conservationists in Oaxaca, Mexico, believe that deforestation causes
streams to dry up and threatens rainfall, authorizing popular mobilizations against industrial logging. This
belief was produced by a combination of indigenous beliefs in nature spirits and early-twentieth-century
state-sponsored desiccation theory, which was brought to the Valley of Mexico in the 1920s. Desiccation
theory acquires political significance because it allows rural people to build political and epistemic alliances
that bypass industrial forestry institutions and find sympathetic urban audiences and environmentalist allies,
undermining state claims to reason and scientific authority. These alliances require the skillful translation
and mistranslation of local environmental concerns by activists and conservationists, who link the concerns
of urban audiences with those of rural people. Popular beliefs about climate and forests in Mexico structure
the authority and credibility of the state and will powerfully affect efforts to protect forests to mitigate climate
change.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/595003   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker, Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Precipitation, Unspecified Exposure

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Landslides

Geographic Feature:  

Author(s): Mathews AS
Year: 2009

Journal: Current Anthropology. 50 (1): 75-89; discussion 89-101
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Other Geographical Feature

Other Geographical Feature : Forests

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Non-U.S. North America

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: rural indigenous

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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